
ers also offer discounts rang-

ing from 10-18%. 

 

Tuition Grants for 

New Teachers  
 Teachers in their first 5 

years are eligible to win a 

$100 tuition grant.  Applica-

t i on s  a re  on l i ne  a t 

www.mnea.org under the 

ñProfessional Developmentò 

link.  These grants are spon-

sored through the Member 

Benefits partnership with 

Reliant Financial. 

 

Teacher Orientation  
 New Teachers spent a 

week of training and learning 

this year prior to the start of 

the year.  Teachers seemed 

excited and enjoyed the ac-

tivities that were planned. 

 It is a great move that 

through last yearôs negotia-

tions, NEA was able to get 

these new teachers paid for 

their time. 

Collective Bargaining  
 This year is very excit-

ing for all teachers in Wentz-

ville. WNEA will begin bar-

gaining with the district a 

master employment agree-

ment. The team of six teach-

ers will begin training and 

preparation in order to meet 

with district representatives 

prior to October 1. 

 Members should be 

expecting a survey so the 

organization can gather data 

and represent the needs and 

wants of teachers at the bar-

gaining table. 

Bond Issue ï

Proposition A  
 The district decided to 

place a $52.6 million bond 

issue on the November bal-

lot. This money would be 

used for two new elementary 

schools, an addition to Tim-

berland, improvements to the 

older buildings in the district 

and safety / security up-

grades to all buildings.  

 Please be on the look 

out for information on how 

to help. Wentzville NEA has 

agreed to partner with the 

district to help assure the 

passage of the bond issue.  

We need help in canvassing 

and working at informational 

booths. More information 

will be coming very soon. 

 
Membership Card  
 By now members should 

have received their 2008-2009 

MNEA membership card.  

Please take the few moments 

to log on to www.mnea.org 

and register the card.  While 

there, be sure to check out the 

Member Benefits section for 

merchant discounts, coupons 

and special offers just for 

NEA members. 

 Members can also get a 

free subscription to a maga-

zine. Many cell phone provid-
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Notes From the President  
sentative Assembly.  You 

will learn all you need to 

while there, you donôt 

have to be an expert, and I 

promise it really is a good 

time! 

 As always, if you 

need anything, have any 

questions or concerns, or 

want additional informa-

tion, please call or email 

me. 
Scott Kiehl 

WNEA President 

 Welcome to the 2008-

2009 school year.  

 I want to thank all of 

those members who 

helped out at New 

Teacher Orientation.  It 

was a fantastic week for 

us and we recruited many 

new members. Most peo-

ple donôt know about all 

the hours of training and 

preparation that are re-

quired to make an event 

like that a success. 

 I want to encourage 

all members to consider 

attending the Fall Repre-

Other Items of Interest  

the increase will be retroactive 

to the start of the school year.  

The pay increase will be paid 

out over the remaining pay-

checks for the year. 

 

Fall Representative 

Assembly  
 The MNEA Fall RA will 

be held November 7-8 in 

Springfield, Mo.  Wentzville 

NEA is able to send one rep-

resentative for every 50 mem-

bers, giving us 12 total repre-

sentatives. Members who 

would like to attend should 

emai l Becky Jennings 

(rebeccajennings@wentzville.

k12.mo.us). 

 This is a great opportu-

nity to learn more about NEA 

and set policies and agendas 

for the year. NEA also offers 

many fantastic workshops at 

the Fall RA. 

Heritage Update  
 Many members may have 

heard on the news or read in 

the paper about the transfer of 

Title I funding from Heritage 

Intermediate to Heritage Pri-

mary. 

 This Title I funding is 

used for reading resources.  

As Heritage Intermediate has 

not made AYP for several 

consecutive years, it was at 

risk to lose this federal fund-

ing. 

 By transferring the 

money to Primary, the district 

avoids this as a possibility.  

This transfer is also good for 

students because it targets 

their reading skills at the ear-

lier grades. 

 

Salary Advancement  
 Members who took 

classes towards a lateral move 

on the salary schedule, must 

turn in transcripts to the Hu-

man Resources office by Oc-

tober 1.  

 The District will then 

issue a revised contract and 

Wentzville  
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òHome computers 

are being called upon  

to perform many new 

functions, including  the 

consumption of homework 

formerly eaten by the dog.ó 

Doug Larson  

Welcome & Thanks 
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Member Spotlights  
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Take the whole family  

to the library regularly and 

make sure everyone has 

their own card.  

While you are at it,  

use the NEA booklists  

to find literature  

for children & young adults.  

 

http://www.nea.org/

readacross/resources/

index.html#booklists  

September is Library Card 

Sign -Up Month  

What station is your car ra-

dio set to?  Y98 

What is the title of the last 

book you read? School Law 

Favorite movie of all time.  

Forest Gump 

Who was your most memora-

ble grade school teacher? 

Ms. Anita Jones was my 6th 

grade teacher.  I was in the 

hospital  with pneumonia, and 

she let my classmates make a 

get well card and delivered it to 

the hospital for me to read.   

Three wishes you have for 

your classroom, school, and/

or district.  

I wish our school had another 

copier. 

I wish our school had an 

ñElmoò in each classroom. 

I wish our bond issue would 

pass. 

Theresa McCulloch  

1st Grade ñ Prairie View  

3rd Year with the District  

What station is your car radio 

set to?  106.5 

What is the title of the last 

book you read? Stori Telling 

Favorite movie of all time. 

Gone with the Wind 

Who was your most memora-

ble grade school teacher?  

Mrs. Joy Cleaverðshe was the 

first teacher to put  me in a 

leadership role (newspaper 

editor) and introduced me to 

Future Teachers of America-

which opened up many oppor-

tunities for me. 

Describe a moment when you 

ñsaw the light bulb go onò in 

your classroom. 

When students arenôt afraid to 

make mistakes and learn from 

themðthey have realized that 

our classroom is a safe learning 

environment. 

Three wishes you have for 

your classroom, school, and/

or district.  

 Classroomðthat all students 

feel welcome and safe 

School/DistrictðThat the pro-

gress we are making is commu-

nicated to parents and commu-

nity members. Stacey Bradshaw  

5th Grade ñ Heritage Int.  

5th Year with the District  

What station is your car radio 

set to?  106.5 or 94.7 

What is the title of the last 

book you read? Wildcats and 

Colleens 

Favorite movie of all time. 

Chocolat (But who can choose 

just 1?) 

Who was your most memora-

ble grade school teacher?  

Mrs. Morrow - She always had 

the coolest activities for us to 

do. 

Describe a moment when you 

ñsaw the light bulb go onò in 

your classroom. 

When my Anatomy students 

used pantyhose and duct tape to 

put muscles on a skeleton. 

Three wishes you have for 

your classroom, school, and/

or district.  

 I would like a SmartBoard for 

my classroom. I wish all stu-

dents would take responsibility 

for their actions, and I wish that 

teachers would be respected for 

the professionals that they are. 

Jennifer Berendzen (left) ñScience ñ Holt  

Pictured with Colin Park, Leslie Young, Randy Ray & Grace Harper  

11th Year Teaching, 9th with the District  


